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Helena Petrův: Zákonné bezpráví, Židé
v Protektorátu Čechy a Morava, Audito-
rium, Praha 2011, s. 262, [Legal Injustice,
Jews in the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia, Auditorium, Prague 2011,
pp. 262.]

Helena Petrův (Hofmannová) wrote a book
with an apt name; the Legal Injustice. In this
book the author analyzes unjust legal regula-
tions from the period of the Protectorate with
respect to the Jewish population. This publi-
cation builds on the author's previous publica-
tion – Legal Position of Jews in the Protecto-
rate of Bohemia and Moravia (1939 – 1941),
which was published by a Prague publisher
Sefer in 2000.

However, Legal Injustice represents a com-
pletely new output because the author added
new chapters to the original work, created new
structuring and used a number of new legisla-
tive and archival sources.

The reviewed monograph is divided into
eight chapters, in which the author gradually
unveils in front of the reader the concept of the
“final solution of the Jewish question”; from
persecution and isolation of Jews from the rest
of the population in all areas of social life, to
displacing and transporting Jews to ghettos
and concentration camps. Of course, ghettos
and concentration camps had existed since
the beginning of the war; however their use
intensified considerably over the years.

In the first chapter H. Petrův describes the
formation of the Protectorate and specifies the
legal means used for anti-Jewish policy and
legislation. Clearly visible here is the feudal
principle in the personality of the law, which
is contradictory to the modern law.

The second chapter entitled Myths Versus
Reality introduces to the reader the role of
the Protectorate government in creating anti-
Jewish regulations and reveals, contrary to
previous beliefs, that the government was not

very active in the persecution of Jews. The
author investigates the discussions regarding
the definition of the term “Jew” that had taken
place repeatedly during the Protectorate years,
but also the implementation of the Nuremberg
definition of the term “Jew” into the legal sys-
tem of the Protectorate.

According to the author the professional
organizations of that time failed completely,
because they were in close pursuit of the
efforts of state authorities by limiting entrepre-
neurial and other profitable activities of Jews
and by preventing the Jewish population from
carrying out certain occupations, such as ad-
vocacy and medicine. These organizations
also published anti-Jewish memorandums,
for which they later apologized.

The third chapter focuses on the confisca-
tion of Jewish property (including jewelry and
other movable assets), limiting Jews in their
economic activities, taxing and impounding
their bank accounts. The author looks closely
at the Aryanization process of Jewish property.

The apt title of the fourth chapter – Remo-
val of Jews from the Public Life in the Pro-
tectorate – introduces also the contents of the
chapter. Jews were removed from their jobs in
the sphere of public administration, from the
education system and other areas. Let us men-
tion, for example, that famous actor and direc-
tor Hugo Haas was dismissed from the theater
for his race. His last role in the National Thea-
ter before his dismissal was the part of the
director Busman in Čapek's R.U.R. Together
with the dismissal Haas also rece ind an apo-
logy from the management of the theater.

The fifth chapter analyses the regulations
for displacing Jews, as organized by the Cen-
ter for Displacing Jews (Ústředna pro židovské
vystěhovalectví). Described is also the foun-
ding of the ghetto in Terezín.

The sixth chapter maps in detail the situa-
tion of the Jewish population in marital and
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family legal matters. To “protect the Aryan
race” people of mixed race with Jewish roots
and persons married to Jews would be remo-
ved from public service and various other
occupations. “Aryan persons” married to Jews
were pressured to end the marriage. New mar-
riages between “Aryan persons” and Jews
were forbidden.
The seventh chapter deals with the registra-

tion system and labeling of Jews with yellow
six-point star and the word JUDE. The author
describes the hard-to-believe segregation of
Jews in normal life. Jews had, for example,
assigned time for shopping, they were not al-
lowed to visit theaters, cinemas, pubs, reser-
ved for members of the “clean race”. Some
bans were completely absurd; during Christ-
mas 1941 Jews were not allowed to receive
any coffee, garlic, newspaper and magazines.
Jews were only allowed to use the public tran-
sport system for traveling from home to work
and back. And all this was to the smallest
detail captured in the law!
It would be certainly interesting if the au-

thor also included the names of the advocates,
who were permitted to represent Jews in the
courts of the Third Reich and mediate for them
contact with their families at the time Jews
were, prior to transportation, located in a “ga-
thering place”. This would open the window
to the fates of concrete persons before they
were sent to concentration camps.
The eight and final chapter summarizes and

completes the process of “legal solution to the
Jewish question” in the Protectorate. A key
part of the legal aspect of the solution to the
Jewish question was a document from the
Wansee conference (in Wansee, Berlin), which

took place in early 1942 and was presided
over by R. Heydrich. Of course, the text of
this document does not deal with murdering
and exterminating Jews. This idea is indirectly
implied within the sentences about executions
and displacing. The author also mentions that
80 thousand persons were subjected to this
solution in the Protectorate, noting, that the
numbers are not sufficient to describe the si-
tuation, it is also important to know the “rea-
sons, why and in what way did it happen”
(247).

Publication Legal Injustice deals with a very
serious topic, but in spite of it, it is very rea-
der-friendly. While maintaining high level of
expertise it has similar effects as fiction litera-
ture dedicated to the situation of Jews during
the World War II. Let us mention for example
the Pianist – a true story of W. Szpilman cap-
tured in a book, based on which R. Polanski
made an excellent film.

This excellent book by H.Petrův, a historical
memento, is in the aptly titled introduction
“The Devil in Us”, characterized by Pavel
Holländer using words well-suited also as
the conclusion: “searching for the truth about
historical failures, finding this truth and spea-
king it out is never popular. But there are al-
ways courageous people at various levels, lead
by the moral imperative and intellectual hone-
sty, who build the foundation of truth for the
national history... This moral and intellectual
challenge is present also in the book written by
Helen Petrův. It is an important book!” (11).

Karolina Adamová,
Antonín Lojek

132 The Lawyer Quarterly 2/2012



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA39 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CZE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


